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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Canada to Host the 11th International Energy Agency Heat Pump Conference 
CGC CEO to Chair conference’s National Organizing Committee 

 
Montréal, December 12, 2011 – The Canadian GeoExchange Coalition (CGC) has been awarded the 
organization of the 11

th
 International Energy Agency Heat Pump Conference (IEA-HPC). The prestigious world-

industry conference, organized every three years under the auspices of the IEA Heat Pump Programme, will be 
held in Montréal in Spring 2014. The IEA Heat Pump Programme Executive Committee, made up of one 
representative from each of fourteen member countries, decided the location in Atlanta (US) on November 
tenth. 
 
“We at the Heat Pump Programme are delighted that Canada will host the next edition of the world industry’s 
premier conference in one of the world’s great cultural cities, Montreal,” stated Monica Axell, General Manager 
of Heat Pump Centre. “Building on the success of past conferences, we look forward to meet our colleagues 
from around the world in Montréal in 2014” she added. 
 
The IEA Heat Pump Programme operates under the International Energy Agency, as a non-profit organisation 
where member-country participants cooperate in projects in the field of heat pumps and related heat pumping 
technologies such as air conditioning and refrigeration. Under the management of an Executive Committee 
representing the member countries, the Programme carries out a strategy to accelerate heat pump use in all 
applications where they can reduce energy consumption for the benefit of the environment. 
 
“It is an industry honour of the highest order to organize this event’’ said Denis Tanguay, CGC’s President & 
CEO. “This conference is the perfect forum to learn from and communicate with industry and research experts 
from all over the world. More than 200 addresses, keynote presentations and papers were presented at the 
2011 International Heat Pump Conference, with participants from 26 countries,” noted Mr. Tanguay, who will be 
acting as the Chairman of the conference National Organizing Committee (NOC).  
 
The collaborative projects within the Heat Pump Programme are known as Annexes. The Annexes operate for a 
limited period of time, and objectives can vary from research, development, demonstration to implementation of 
new technology. Market aspects and statistics are other examples of issues that can be highlighted in the 
projects. The primary activities within the Heat Pump Programme are, besides the Annexes, the triennial IEA-
HPC and the workshops, some of them held in conjunction with the conference. At the conference the Rittinger 
award, the prestigious international award in the air conditioning, heat pump and refrigeration field, is also 
given. 
 
The Montreal conference will be the 11

th
 in a series of triennial conferences. Previous conferences were held in 

Graz, Austria (1984), Orlando, Florida, USA (1987), Tokyo, Japan (1990), Maastricht, the Netherlands (1993), 
Toronto, Canada (1996), Berlin, Germany (1999), Beijing, China (2002), Las Vegas, USA (2005) and Zurich, 
Switzerland (2008) and Tokyo, Japan (2011). 
 
The Canadian GeoExchange Coalition acts as the industry catalyst to unite private and public sector 
stakeholders, and to expand the market for geothermal heat pump technology in Canada. As the nexus of 
information, training, certification, standards and public awareness, we work to build the necessary 
infrastructure to foster Canadian industry growth. Website: www.geoexchange.ca 
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For inquiries, please contact:  Denis Tanguay (514) 807-7559, extension 24 
 denis@geoexchange.ca 


